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From Hackney, 4¢ Six 4 Clock in the 
Evening, December 1. 


EING invited to Dinner 

at a Boarding School, I 

order'd my Maid to bring 

me my beft Cloaths, with 

a Cambrick Band, and 

bid the Barber powder my Perriwig, 
which Command was obey'd, and | 
drefs'd my {elf as neat and genteel as 
Pins and clean Linnen could make 
me. In this nice Equipage I went 
an Hour earlier than ordinary, pure- 
ly to have fome Tattle with the 
oung Gentlewomen before they left 
Work; as having a Grand Child a- 
mong them. When]! came intothe 
School-Room, all the Virgins arofe, 
and every one in sheir Order made 
me a low Courtefy, with whichl 
was extreamly ere: I ftay’d ask- 
ing f&veral Queltions, and enquiring 


into the particular Rules of the 
Houfe rill the Bell rang in for Din- 
ner. Then going into the Hall, [ 
was placed at the end of the Table, 
where | had a full view of near fifty 
young Faces, I was very much 
furprized at the fight, and continued 
in that Admiration for above an 
Hour. This Tranfport was not oc- 
cafioned by the refplendent Beauty 
or gawdy Drefles of the the Scholars, 
but their modeft Behaviour, and the 
profound Silence I obf¢rved among 
them. For none fpoke but when they 
were asked a Queftion,and even then 
a Blufh feemed to follow every Word. 
As foon as Dinner was over, and the 
young Ladies were gone to walk in 
the Garden, Lhighly commended ta 
the MiftrefS, the Harmony that ap- 
errs throughout the whole Houfe. 
urely Madam (faid I) you have nei- 
ther Singing nor Dancing, by rhe 
Innocency I fee in every Counte- 
3A nance 
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Mufick and Singing, if applied toa 
right end, ought to. be learned and 
foughe after both by Old and Young; 
it draws the Soul into a divine Rap- 
tyre, and lulls the Senics into pica- 
wy we of what HappineG is 
to 


nance. The young Gentlewomen, 
] {uppofe, were taught th o{ Accom- 
plifhments when they were Chil- 
dren, as I caufed my own Daughters 
to be inftruéted to prevent their be- 
ing wanton or immedeft. She told 
me the Singing and Vancing Matters 
would be thet that Afternoon ; and 
if I pleafed I might ftay and fee the 
Entertainment, which accordingly I 
did, and about four aClock the Per- 
formance begun. I obferved all in 
general, coniidering their Age, were 
endued witha hne Wit, had very 

ood Judgment to diftinguifh good 
—_ bad Mufick. They underitood 
it perfectly, which made them ab- 
folutely Miltrefles of what they fung 
and pronounc’d, and exprefs'd the 
Senfe of Words well. ey fung 
with abold and generous Modefty, 
and with afweet Gravity; their 
Voices were of a high Extent, and 
melodious; they foften’d and raifed it 
without any Trouble ;their Raptures 
and Sighs were not lafcivious, their 
Blufhes had nothing of Wantonnefs, 
and their Mien became that of inno- 
centVirgins. When they pafs'd from 
one Tune to another » did it fo 
dexteroufly, and fo charmingly, that 
T was tranfported to fee that fine and 
difficult Method of fo many quick 
Turns. They had no need of beg. 
ging the Affiftance of the Me om s 
or the Viol, they imitated thofe two 
Inftruments themfelves, and even to 
Perfeétion ; in fhort,every thing was 
carried on with that Decency, and 
intermix'd with fo many_changable 
Notes, that I asit were for a while 
forgot my Age, and became young. 


enjoyed in the other World, 
where there will be fCarceany thing 
elfe heard but Songs of Mirth, and 
the founding Noife of fweet An- 
thems. 





From the Cock.Pit by Whitchall, 


December 2. 


‘ "THE World will not wonder if ] 


tell the Publick I muft read 
Books and keep Company ; fince 
from thence I improve my Mind,and 
am thereby made capable of enter- 
taining others ; and yetam I not fo 
nice as toconhne my felf at all tictes 
to the choiceft Authors and beft So- 
ciety. Neither is ict ftrange to fee 
me read a {titch’d Pamphlet, compo- 
fed by the Illiterate ; or to converfe 
with a Man in Rags ; there is much 
Advantage in thefe things. A while 
ago I went into the Park, and faw a 
Man bar ae, fre in a By-Path. 1 
obferved as he walked he fometimes 
caft his Eyes up with fuch Earneft- 
nefs as if he wanted to call the Deity 
from his Throne; at another time 
he ftamp’d upon the Ground with 
that Fury, which one would think 
he defigned to make the Earth trem- 
ble underbim. Thus he pafi’d on 
leafurely, disfiguring himfelf with 
Paffion ; being ar laft tir’d out with 
thefe Fatigues,be wentand fate down 
upon 
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upon a Bench ; where I took an Op- 
portunity to goto him. For fome 
while he remained filent,and nothing 
pafsd between us; till at length I 
told him | was folliciting for a Place 
at Court, Sir {faid he) that was my 
Cafe aiter | was rifled our of my E- 
ftate by Injuftice. Five or fix Hours 
every Day I have fpent in a very me- 
lancholy Apartment, where indced | 
had for Companions many Perfons 
more confiderable than my felf, who 
were received with no more Cere- 
mony, nor difpatched with greater 
Diligence. When] endeavoured to 
allay my Sorrow, I fometimes fan- 
cy’d that if one who was alrogether 
indifierent and unconcerned about 
Bulinefs had come into the Room, 
where all the People waited fo im. 
patiently, he would have taken a 
great deal of Pleafure in feeing our 
various Poftures. Some were mufing, 
others raging ; fome were walking, 
others leaning againft the Wall,mur. 
muring to themfelves. And when 
the Treafury.Chamber Door made 
the leaft Noife,prefently all caft their 
Eyes that way, and though none 
came out but an Underling Clerk, 
yet they made a profound Reverence; 
and if he faid my Lord was indif- 
pos’d, then all our Affairs fell fick , 
and the Mifchief on it was, when he 
was well. they were fcarce ever the 
better : For when he flew like Light- 
ning all in hafte, every one follow'd 
him, and crowded about him as a 
fwarm of Bees, defiring to {peak but 
one Word. Iendeavoured to be 
heard among the reft, but my weak 
Voice was drowned among the 


Throng,and was not regarded.Some- 
times to eafe my Gricf | fed my Eyes 
with the green Trees and Birds, and 
the pretty Women that walk’d in this 
Park ; fometimes I went to fee the 
Queen’s Lackeys, and fometimes the 
Chambers and Galleries; then [ 
would walk along the Ma/, and ftay 
an Hour or two after it was dark ; 
but the worft on’t was, the remem- 
brance of the lofs of my Eftate im- 
bitter’d all the Joys I took; for! 
perceived my Misfortunes tarnifh’d 
the Eyes and Complexions of my 
Miftrefles,and made all my Acquain- 
tance look awry atme. In this de- 


wea Condition I have wander’d 


r many Years, and am accounted 
like a Man dead. They whom I re- 
lieved in my Profperity take no No- 
tice of me. He would have gone on, 
had I not broke in upon him by fay- 
ing, that now the Crown was re- 
moved to another Head, and the 
Adminiftration put into the Hands 
of new Minifters, which encouraged 
me to proceed in folliciting my Af- 
fairs at Court, and fpending five or 
fix Hoursina Day to get my Petiti- 
on granted. But (faid he) what if 
your Requeft fhould be denied, then 
your Fortune is fhipwrack’d as weil 
as mine,and we may both wander in 
this Park together, like two tuper~ 
annuated Fools, to be gazed at by 
the Gay and the Fortunate, and be 
obliged to make many a fcanty Meal, 
by drawing in the empty Air from: 
Eleven a Clock in the Morning rill 
Three in the Afternoon; and in the 
Evening, return half-ftarv’d, tothe 
Three Halfpenny Ordinary, down- 

in 
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in a Cellar; the Fate of a thoufand 
difearded Gentlemen. I ask'd him 
how fuch Men may be known ; I 
fuppofed it was by their Garb. Yes 
(fays he) they are drefs'd in my Fa- 

ion, with a rufty Sword, an old 
Har, aty’d up Wig, and an empty 
Purfe ; the true Badges of a depen- 
ding Courtier, who has no Eftate or 
Friend in the Council, 





From Lime-ftreet, December 2. 


"T Here is a great Evil I have ob. 
ferved under the Sun. Men of 
Figure and Fortune complain of the 
Ingratitude of the Age. Thofe who 
are called fine Wits, fignalize them- 
felves above others by this kind of 
Murmuring. This Evening I made 
a Vilit to a Mifer ; our Difcourfé 
was of Liberality. I told him, For- 
tune was ufually painted out like a 
blind Miftrefs, who makes a bad 
Choice of the Objeét of her Love ; 
and { feared he was one of thofe Fa- 
vourites fhe had chofe when her rea- 
fon was clouded with DarknefS. He 
faid he had a great Inclination to be 
hofpitable, if he had Conveniency 
to lodge his Guelts, or could {pare a 
Fund to entertain them. I ask’d him 
whether he hed ever read the Letters 
of Balzac ; there he might fee his 
own Portraiture perfetly drawn,and 
learn two things; one is, that ke had 


a pretty good Revenue, which al- 
lowed him to be generous, and to 
have for himfelf the Conveniencies 
ot Life,and in one of the moft plea. 
fant Placesof the Kingdom. The 
other is, that he look’d upon himlelf 
ascontined ro a Defart, and f per. 
fecuted by iii Forrune, that one 
would think her tharpeft and moft 
poifonous Darts had been direéted a- 
gain him only. I concluded by 
telling him I feared he had roo good 
an Opinion of himfelf 5 fince one 
that is modeft, how great foever his 
Merit may be, thinks himfelf very 
well rewarded, if he has wherewithal 
to fupply the Neceifiries of Narure, 
I told him, whar our fine Wits urge 
againtt che flrokes of Fortune,can be 
nothing but a pompous Commenda- 
tion of the great and good Qualities 
pa fancy themfelves poficis'd of, 
] added, it often fell out, that Com- 


laints are much more a Sign of the 
ngratitude of Man, thana Teftimo- 
ny of the Hatred of Fortune ; for 
commonly thofe who are molt at 
eafe, are they who make the fadeft 
Complaints at the Ficklenefs of the 


Times. While I was pretling this 
Subject home, the Old Gentleman 
feemed to be a little uneafie in his 
Temper, and thought all my Re. 
fieCtions pointed at him, becaufe | 
faw he had a great Houfe without 
Furniture, and a large Eftate with. 
out a Will co ufe ir. 


THE 





